
Congressman Rothman Votes for Homeland Security Bill

(Washington, DC) &ndash; Last night, Congressman Steve Rothman (D &ndash; NJ), a member of the House
Appropriations Committee&rsquo;s Subcommittee on Homeland Security, voted in favor of H.R. 2892, the Fiscal Year
2010 Homeland Security Appropriations Bill. This spending measure determines all federal funding for the Department of
Homeland Security, including, but not limited to, supporting our first responders, investing in border security and securing
our ports and airports.



&ldquo;I am proud to support this bill which provides critical funding to assist our first responders, protect our ports and
airports, secure the border and defend against increasing cyber threats,&rdquo; said Rothman. &ldquo;I represent one of
the most densely populated regions in the most densely populated state in the country. This area contains multiple high
risk terrorist targets. So, I understand well how vitally important this funding is to our region&rsquo;s and our
nation&rsquo;s security.&rdquo;



This year, among the notable funding secured by Congressman Rothman in the Bill is $1 million for the City of
Newark&rsquo;s Emergency Operations Center and $250,000 for the County of Passaic&rsquo;s prosecutor&rsquo;s
office emergency operations center. The bill will also provide funding for the Nonprofit Security Grant Program, which
supports nonprofit organizations that are at high risk of a terrorist attack, and the Assistance to Firefighters Grant
Program, which provides financial assistance for fire departments to build or modify fire stations helping firefighters
respond within their communities.



The Homeland Security Appropriations bill as a whole makes necessary investments in the following areas:



&bull;    Supporting Our First Responders &ndash;This legislation provides our first responders with the training, equipment
and personnel they need to keep our communities safe, including $40 million for emergency operations centers, $800
million for local fire departments and $887 million to protect high-risk urban areas from terrorist attacks.



&bull;    Securing Our Airports &ndash; The legislation helps to improve security at our nation&rsquo;s airports with funding
for advanced cargo and passenger screening, including $7.6 billion for the Transportation Security Administration.



&bull;    Protecting Our Ports and Waters &ndash; To improve our port security and marine safety, the legislation boosts
funding for the Coast Guard &ndash; particularly beefing up efforts to stop the flow of illegal drugs into the country
&ndash; and provides $250 million for port security grants.



&bull;    Protecting the Borders &ndash; The legislation will boost efforts to combat crime along our borders by increasing
funding for customs and border protection.  It also supports programs to combat drugs and weapons smuggling. U.S.
Customs and Border Protection will receive $9.9 billion.



&bull;    Protecting Against Cyber Threats &ndash; The legislation devotes $382 million to protect against growing threats
to our nation&rsquo;s cyber assets.
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