The Online Office of Representative Steve Rothman

Congressman Rothman's Statement on President Obama's Middle East Speech

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

May 20, 2011

CONTACT: Aaron Keyak
office: (202) 225-5061
cell: (202) 905-6361

email: aaron.keyak@mail.house.gov

Washington, DC &ndash; Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ), a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittees
on Defense; and State and Foreign Operations, released the following statement:

| commend President Obama for reiterating to the entire world -- including the 22 Arab countries that surround Israel --
that the United States has an unshakable commitment to the safety and security of the Jewish State of Israel. | agree
with the President that the United Nations is not the place to negotiate the final parameters of peace between the Israelis
and Palestinians, and that Israel should not be forced to talk with parties, such as Hamas, that don't recognize its right to
exist and seek to drive it into the sea. A two-state solution agreed upon by the Israelis and Palestinians should be
negotiated through direct talks, but it is important to remember that a full return to the 1967 borders will be indefensible
for Israel and that talking with terrorists who want to destroy Israel is a non-starter.
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