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November 18, 2004

Rothman Leads Bipartisan Congressional Coalition To Demand 
An Immediate End To U.N. Agency's Support Of Palestinian Schools 
Using Anti-Israel and Anti-Jewish Propaganda
Authors Letter To Commissioner-General Of U.N. Relief Works Agency; 
Gets 41 House Colleagues To Join In Effort


     Washington, DC - Congressman Steve Rothman (D-Fair Lawn) is leading a bipartisan group of House Members in
calling on the head of the United Nations Relief Works Agency (UNRWA) to immediately stop any anti-Israel or anti-
Jewish educational materials from being used in UNRWA-supported Palestinians schools. Rothman and his colleagues
sent a letter this week to UNRWA Commissioner-General Peter Hansen after learning that many of the schools
administered by UNRWA in the Palestinian Territories continue to circulate educational materials, such as textbooks, that
portray Israel and Judaism in a negative light, contain misinformation about the State of Israel, or glorify Jihad.

     "We are extremely concerned that educational materials, such as these antiquated textbooks that were originally given to
the Palestinian schools by Egypt and Jordan, that contain messages of bigotry and historical inaccuracies and incite
violence only serve to perpetuate the cycle of enmity and misunderstanding between Israelis and Palestinians well into
the next generation," Rothman and 41 of his House colleagues wrote to Hansen. "We urge you to take immediate action
to rectify the current situation and remove any and all anti-Jewish, inaccurate, or intolerant educational textbooks or other
materials that continue to circulate in UNRWA-administered schools in the Palestinian Territories."

     Since 1998, when the Palestinian Ministry of Education gained control over the curriculum and the content of textbooks
used in Palestinian schools, the U.S. Congress has had significant reason to be concerned that U.S. foreign assistance
to UNRWA for Palestinian refugees in the West Bank and Gaza Strip has been used to purchase textbooks that contain
anti-Jewish language, pro-Jihad rhetoric and historically inaccurate information about the State of Israel. Although some
progress has been made in updating the school textbooks utilized by UNRWA-administered schools in the Palestinian
territories with more progressive and tolerant language, cause for alarm over this matter remains. 

     "As UNRWA has received approximately $2.5 billion in U.S. foreign aid since 1951, allowing any amount of U.S. tax
dollars to be spent on educational materials that could foment hate, mistrust and misunderstanding in Palestinian
children or be used to incite violence is a serious matter that must be corrected promptly," Rothman and his colleagues
wrote. "Permitting this aid to be used - even if only in part - to purchase educational materials that incite violence,
engender intolerance for Jews, and perpetuate historical inaccuracies about the State of Israel is simply unacceptable."
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