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Rothman Helps Introduce Legislation 
Based On Recommendations of 9/11 Commission
Says Congress Must Act Swiftly To Pass Measure, 
Which Would Allow U.S. to More Effectively Fight the War on Terror



     Washington, DC - In an effort to dramatically improve the United States' ability to effectively fight the war on terror and
protect the American people from future attacks, Congressman Steve Rothman (D-Fair Lawn) today joined more than
100 of his House colleagues in introducing a bill based on the recommendations of the 9/11 Commission. Rothman
called on the House Republican leadership to move quickly on the legislation, noting that the measure would need to be
reviewed by the appropriate congressional committees before it could be brought up for a vote in the full House.

     "The members of the 9/11 Commission have done an excellent job providing us with bipartisan recommendations of how
to improve our intelligence system and make our country safer. Now, it is up to the Congress to do its job and use this
legislation as a starting point," Rothman said. "I strongly urge the Republican leadership to move this bill through the
legislative process. I agree that we need to bring in experts to testify on this measure and that we may have to make
some modifications along the way, but we need to begin that process right away. We owe it to the families and victims of
September 11th, as well as all of the American people, to use the 9/11 Commission report as a foundation for ensuring
that such a tragedy never occurs again."

     The 9/11 Commission has recommended sweeping changes in how U.S. intelligence agencies and the Department of
Homeland Security operate. The Democratic bill introduced today, based on the recommendations of the 9/11
Commission would:

     * Create a strong National Intelligence Director with budget authority
     * Improve congressional oversight
     * Ensure an integrated terrorist watch list
     * Strengthen the FBI's ability to collect and analyze domestic intelligence
     * Create an integrated strategic plan for aviation and transportation security
     * Improve airline passenger and baggage screening
     * Improve coordination between FAA and military authorities
     * Enhance first responder communications equipment
     * Protect civil liberties
     * Make the Select Committee on Homeland Security permanent
     * Encourage democratic and economic reforms in countries that have been breeding grounds         for terrorists

     "Time is not on our side in the war on terror. We must defeat the terrorists before they attack us again," Rothman said.
"Defeating terrorism cannot and should not be a partisan issue. We need to put politics aside and use the
recommendations of the 9/11 Commission as a foundation on which to build upon and improve our efforts in the war on
terror, including our intelligence gathering and analysis, which is essential to preventing attacks." 

     With congressional leaders saying that they are aiming for Congress to adjourn in early October for the rest of the year,
Rothman said that he will urge his Republican colleagues to encourage the House leadership to move swiftly on the
legislation introduced today. 
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