
Rothman Gets $ 450,000 To Strengthen Bergen County's Homeland Security



	

		

			

		

		

			

			

			September 12, 2003

			

			

			Rothman Gets $450,000 To Strengthen 


			Bergen County's Homeland Security


			Congressman, McNerney Announce Federal Grant 


			To Hire Six County Police Officers For National Security

			

			

			Hackensack, NJ - Continuing his efforts to bring back critical federal dollars to New Jersey's first responders,
Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9) today announced with Bergen County Executive Dennis McNerney that he has
secured a $450,000 grant to pay for six county police officers to work on homeland security. Citing the county's proximity
to New York City and its dense population, Rothman successfully urged U.S. Department of Justice officials to support
Bergen's grant request.  With this new grant, Rothman has now brought home nearly $2 million in federal funds so far in
2003 for homeland security in Bergen County.

			

			



			     "Government's first responsibility is to protect the people, which is why I am very pleased that I was able to secure these
federal dollars to strengthen the Bergen County Police Department's homeland security efforts with six additional
officers," Rothman said. "It is now more than two years since the September 11th attacks, but it is critical that we
continue to be relentless in our efforts to strengthen our homeland security in order to stop any future terrorist strikes.
Our heroic first responders need all of the resources they can get, and this federal grant will allow them to do an even
better job of protecting the people of Bergen County." 

			

			



			     With this grant, the six county officers, some of who are bilingual, will increase patrols of government buildings and public
facilities, including schools, malls, transportation hubs, and utilities. Additionally, the county police will enhance their
intelligence gathering and sharing capabilities. The county will also provide increased training for the public and law
enforcement in crime and terrorism prevention. Other officers on the Bergen County Police Department will continue to
have homeland security responsibilities as well, including bomb and K9 officers. 

			

			



			     "I am very pleased that Congressman Rothman was able to secure this funding for Bergen County," McNerney said. "In
these troubling times it is always important to remain vigilant. These homeland security measures will be able to help
keep Bergen County families safe."

			

			



			     Rothman added, "This homeland security grant is so essential because from the George Washington Bridge to the
Meadowlands Sports Complex to the New York State border there are so many potential targets that the Bergen County
Police Department needs to protect. This federal grant also helps relieve Bergen County property taxpayers from having
to pay for the total cost of these six additional homeland security police officers." 
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			     In addition to the U.S. Department of Justice homeland security grant that Rothman announced today, earlier this year
he helped obtain $1 million in federal funds to enhance Bergen County's emergency communication system and he
delivered an additional $500,000 federal grant for state-of-the-art surveillance cameras at the Bergen County courthouse.
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