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houseWashington, DC - Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9) tonight issued the following statement regarding the
commencement of U.S. military action against Iraq.

houseÃ¢â‚¬Å“First and foremost my heart and prayers are with the brave men and women of our armed forces who right now
are engaged in a dangerous, but necessary war to rid the world of an evil dictator who threatens the world with his
weapons of mass destruction. Our troops are courageously risking their lives for, not only the freedom and security of the
people of the United States, but for the people of Iraq, and the entire world.

houseÃ¢â‚¬Å“For 12 years, the United States and United Nations have called on Saddam Hussein to destroy his weapons of
mass destruction. The U.N. passed 16 resolutions ordering him to do so. He has chosen not to comply. His history of
using weapons of mass destruction, plus the likelihood that he could give these weapons of mass destruction to his
agents in the U.S. or to terrorist organizations to use against Americans at home or abroad make him a clear and present
danger to America.

houseÃ¢â‚¬Å“The risks of this war are great, but the risks of not going to war to disarm Saddam Hussein now are far greater.
With September 11 very much in my mind, I believe that our government must be proactive in protecting our people and
our homeland.

houseÃ¢â‚¬Å“I am mindful of, and have had extensive discussions with, the many people of good faith in my district who
oppose taking action against Saddam Hussein at this point in time. I have great respect for them and for their strongly
held views. But I hope that all Americans will join me today in supporting our troops as these brave young Americans
place themselves in harm's way on behalf of our nation.

houseÃ¢â‚¬Å“I pray for the safety of the brave men and women in our armed forces and for the innocent Iraqi people. I look
forward to the elimination of SaddamÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s weapons of mass destruction and to the liberation of the Iraqi people from this
murderous, sadistic dictator.

houseÃ¢â‚¬Å“May God bless our troops and May God continue to bless the United States of America.Ã¢â‚¬Â•
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