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Rothman Gets House Panel To Approve $100,000
To Consolidate Hackensack Homeless Shelters

Congressman Also Gets Committee To OK $350,000 For Hackensack, Englewood, Holy Name Hospitals

Washington, DC - In an effort to consolidate Hackensacka&euro;&trade;s homeless shelters into a non-residential area
facility with adequate sleeping facilities as well as food and counseling services, Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9)
today announced that he has secured a House panela&euro;&trade;s approval of $100,000 to construct a new all-
encompassing shelter. Rothman is a member of the House Appropriations Committee, which approved the funds, and he
worked very closely with House budget leaders to secure the money.

a&euro;&oelig; This facility will contain under one roof all the essential homeless services that we have a moral obligation
of providing, while also eliminating the need for the Orchard Street walk-in homeless facility and relieving residential
areas in Hackensack of a concentrated homeless population,a&euro;A« said Rothman. a&euro;&oelig; These funds will bring
more homeless people off the streets and into a facility that will provide the care and assistance to help get them back on
their feet again.a&euro;Ae

Bergen County Community Action Program will use the funds to replace its current homeless facility, which was not built
as a permanent shelter. The funds would help construct a two story facility, with the second floor containing 50 beds - an
increase from the current level of 32 beds. Additionally, the first floor of the facility will house food service and counseling
activities that currently operate out of a separate location. With all of these services at the new facility, Hackensack will
be able to close down the Orchard Street walk-in facility.

In addition to the homeless shelter funds approved by the Committee, the measure also includes $125,000 for
Englewood Hospital and Medical center to expand its emergency department and outpatient clinic, a separate $125,000
for Holy Name Hospital to expand its dialysis services, and $100,000 for Hackensack University Medical Center to further
develop its womena&euro;&trade;s and childrend&euro;&trade;s pavilion facilities.

Englewood Hospital and Medical Center will utilize its funds to expand its emergency department, which has seen an
increase in visits, due in part, to the new cardiac surgery program instituted in 2000. Additionally, funds will be devoted to
the outpatient clinic, which served 23,000 patients last year -- an increase of more than 5 percent for several years. As a
major provider of dialysis service in the North Jersey region, Holy Name plans to use the funds to modernize its 41
stations and add 9 new stations to its dialysis center. Hackensack University Medical Center will use its funds to help
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develop the Sarkis Gabrellian Women&&euro;&trade;s and Children&&euro;&trade;s Pavilion, a six-story building which will
provide care for patients and space for visitors who want to be with a loved one who is hospitalized.

a&euro;&oelig;lt is vitally important that these hospitals receive the resources they needs to provide a higher level of care
to even more people,a&euro;A« Rothman said. The funds are part of the Veterans Affairs - Housing and Urban
Development bill, which is one of 13 spending bills Congress is required to pass each year. The measure how moves to
the House floor for a vote.
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