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			Rothman Joins In Opening Ceremony For Audrey Hepburn 


			Childrenâ&euro;&trade;s House At Hackensack University Medical Center


			Congressman helped secure federal funds for facility to care for abused children

			

			



			Hackensack, NJ -- Saying that society has the responsibility to reach out and provide assistance to children who have
been physically abused or criminally neglected, Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9) today joined actress Natalie
Portman, a leading anti-child abuse advocate, and Sean Ferrer, the son of the late actress Audrey Hepburn, at
Hackensack University Medical Centerâ&euro;&trade;s new Audrey Hepburn Childrenâ&euro;&trade;s House. The facility,
which will provide medical care and emotional counseling to victims of child abuse, was named after the famed actress
for her commitment to improving the lives of children around the world.

			

			



			â&euro;&oelig;There is virtually nothing more terrible than the physical or emotional abuse of a child,â&euro;Â• said
Rothman, who helped secure the federal share of $3.366 million for the facility, which comprises more than half the cost.
â&euro;&oelig;They are victims with a voice too small to be heard on their own, so it is our responsibility to speak for them
and to help them. These children are the most innocent of all of us, and when they are assaulted, the responsibility falls
to the public and the community to reach out and show the compassion and care that these children so very much
need.â&euro;Â•

			

			



			At any one time, the Audrey Hepburn Childrenâ&euro;&trade;s House will have the capacity of providing medical
assistance and emotional counseling to 300 abused children in the Northern New Jersey region. At the same time, the
facility will allow for doctors and counselors to more closely examine the causes of child abuse and help prevent future
cases from occurring.

			

			



			â&euro;&oelig;Today we as a community here in Northern New Jersey are opening our arms to these abused children and
providing them with a facility and staff of well-trained and compassionate people who will rescue them and help them
heal,â&euro;Â• Rothman said. â&euro;&oelig;Governmentâ&euro;&trade;s first responsibility is to protect the people. While
that notion may have originally been intended to only apply to national security and homeland defense, I also believe it
applies today to the protection of all our children and the special care for abused children. That is why I was pleased to
help secure federal funding for this wonderful facility.â&euro;Â•

			

			



			Audrey Hepburn was a well-noted childrenâ&euro;&trade;s advocate, serving as Special Ambassador for the United
Nationâ&euro;&trade;s Children Fund. Additionally, she lobbied Congress to stop world hunger and poverty. Natalie
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Portman has also worked to better the lives of children around the world in real life as well as in the movies, where in the
Star Wars movies she played Queen Amidala, who delighted children over the world with her characterâ&euro;&trade;s
courage, integrity, and ability to overcome adversity.
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