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Rothman Donates Tax Rebate Check to Help Seniors on Medicare

Washington, DC -- Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ) will donate his $300 personal tax rebate check to the Medicare
Rights Center, a not-for-profit senior advocacy group. Rothman chose the center because, he said, the Bush tax cut of
$1.35 trillion was so skewed toward the very richest Americans and gave them huge tax breaks, that the government will
be forced to raid the Medicare Trust Fund.
"I have said we have a responsibility to protect Medicare and to fight for seniors," Rothman said. "And I am proud to put
my money where my mouth is- by donating my tax rebate check to the Medicare Rights Center, who will use it to help
seniors who will be hurt by the raiding of the Medicare Trust Fund."
Rothman had supported a tax cut which would have provided tax relief to all Americans while leaving resources to
provide a prescription drug benefit under Medicare as well as extending the life of Medicare until 2040. Instead, under
the $1.35 trillion Republican tax cut plan, a recent budget analysis from the House Budget Committee shows that $192
billion in Medicare Trust Fund money will be spent between 2003-08.
"This tax cut is going to break open the Medicare lockbox," Rothman said. "It disproportionally benefits the very richest
Americans at the expense of middle class taxpayers and seniors who rely on Medicare. In good conscience, I cannot
take the Bush $300 rebate check, so I have donated it to the Medicare Rights Center."
The Medicare Rights Center is a national group working to ensure that seniors and people with disabilities get good,
affordable health care. The group provides telephone hotline services to individuals who need answers to Medicare
questions or help securing coverage and getting needed health care as well as holding nationwide education sessions.
During Fiscal Year 2000, the Medicare Rights Center received nearly 75,000 hotline calls, worked on more than 10,000
new cases, and provided technical assistance to more that 171 organizations needing information and assistance with
Medicare-related issues. The group estimates it has saved people on Medicare more than $13.5 million in out-of-pocket
health care costs since its founding.
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