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Rothman to Push for Federal Help to Preserve Meadowlands

Secaucus, NJ -- At an event where the group American Rivers designated the Hackensack River as one of
"AmericaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s Most Endangered Rivers," Congressman Steve Rothman (D-NJ9) discussed solutions to clean up and
protect the river as well as the surrounding area. Rothman said he will push for Federal aid to help preserve the
Meadowlands.
"As a new member of the House Appropriations Committee, I am pursuing several different programs to provide millions
of dollars, the goal of which is to preserve and clean up existing open space in the Meadowlands," Rothman said. "This
has been one of my priority projects."
Rothman also announced that he advocates studying the creation of a Meadowlands Wildlife Refuge.
"While we are working to protect open space and clean-up what land we can, right now, we must also look to a long-term
solution to enhance the Meadowlands and protect the Hackensack River," Rothman said. "One solution we must
consider is creating a National Wildlife Refuge. Over the next few months, I will be sitting down with environmental
groups, as well as the business community, local officials, unions, and all other interested parties and see if there is
interest in our community for such an idea."
Although the Hackensack River was declared one of the most endangered rivers in the nation, Rothman pointed out that
there is also good news for the area.
"The tide is turning for the Hackensack River," Rothman said. "Most people in Northern New Jersey now believe that the
status quo of pollution and overdevelopment are unacceptable and are demanding that we protect and improve this
valuable natural resource."
At the event, Rothman also discussed his longstanding opposition to building the proposed Mills Mall on the Empire Tract
of the Meadowlands. He has advocated that should the sports teams leave the Continental Airlines Arena, the mall
should be built on the arena site.
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